Ruth 1:1-22

Series — Under the Stars of Bethlehem
Message — Hope Against Hope
November 30, 2025

Fifth Reformed Church

Jon Sherrill

Setting the Scene
e Tragedies in this life can call into question God's

J

e Ruth 1:1-2 — “In the days when the judges ruled...’

e Bethlehem means “ of bread.”

”

o Elimelek means “God is
e Naomi means “be , lovely.”

e Naomi’s experience is experience.

Loving Faithfulness

e Ruth1:8

e Hesed = loving ; covenant loyalty

e “Hesed is not merely an emotion or feeling but involves action on
behalf of someone who is in need. Hesed describes a sense of love and
loyalty that inspires merciful and compassionate behavior toward
another person” (https://www.gotquestions.org/meaning-of-hesed.html).

e Naomi with hesed toward her daughters-in-law.
e Ruth 1:16-18
e Ruth acted with hesed towards Naomi.

Nouwuvas

We can be in it with others, and that ministry of
is surprisingly healing.

In the middle of all the pain and God questions, Naomi and Ruth
the way of hesed, which is the way of the Lord.

Glimmers of Hope

Ruth 1:19-22

Return to Bethlehem — first glimmer of hope
Through tragedy, pleasant and lovely Naomi has
bitter and jaded Mara.

Return as the barley harvest was beginning — second glimmer of
hope
Romans 8:22-25

Reflection Questions
If you’re willing, share from your life a “Naomi experience,” i.e.
an experience that left you wondering about God’s providence.
Have you, or do you have now, a “Ruth” in your life — someone
who accompanies you into the darkness? Who is that person,
and what have they done for you?
Have you served as a “Ruth” for another? What was that
experience like for you?
What have you found helpful for clinging to faith in hard times?
How is God getting your attention?
What might God be saying to you?
What are you going to do about it?




