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Introduction to Justice 
 

1. There’s a relationship between personal _____________ and 
understanding of injustice. 

 

• Proverbs 11:14; 15:22; 24:6 
 

2. Our understanding of justice should be shaped by 
______________, not by the world or partisan divide. 

 
“The church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant of 
the state, but rather the conscience of the state. It must be the guide and 
the critic of the state, and never its tool. If the church does not recapture 
its prophetic zeal, it will become an irrelevant social club without moral or 
spiritual authority.” – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
3. The church is to be the _______________ of the state. 

 
The Charges of Injustice 

Syria (Damascus) – 1:3-5 

• Called out for:  Treating people as if they have no 
____________ (T.J. Betts, Amos, p.23-40) 

 
Philistia (Gaza) – 1:6-8 

• Called out for:  _________ people for profit 
 
Phoenicia (Tyre) – 1:9-10 

• Called out for:  Breaking your ________ to a brother in order to 
use him for profit 

 
Edom – 1:11-12 

• Called out for:  Unrestrained __________ and ________ toward 
a brother 

Ammon – 1:13-15 

• Called out for:  Ambition and uncontrolled violence against the 
____________ 

 
Moab – 2:1-3 

• Called out for:  Showing ____________ for others 
 
Judah – 2:4-5 

• Called out for:  ___________________ to God and his word 
 

The Basis of Accountability 

• There are two theological cornerstones of biblical justice: 
1. Human beings are created in the ___________ of God. 
2. God’s law is written on our ____________. 

 

• Romans 2:14-15 

• Romans 1:18-20 
 

• This is the foundation of biblical justice. God’s law is 
____________ on our hearts, and that law testifies to the 
____________ value of every human being. 

 
 
 

Reflection Questions 
1. What is your first memory of recognizing that another person 

was experiencing injustice? 
2. How would you describe the difference between biblical justice 

and other definitions of justice to a friend who is not a follower 
of Jesus? 

3. Where do you see evidence in the world today of the kinds of 
charges levied against Israel and its surrounding nations? 

4. Micah 6:8 says we should love mercy, do justice and walk 
humbly with God. Where and how have you experienced the 
church doing justice well? 

5. How was God getting your attention today? 
6. What is God saying to you? 
7. What are you going to do about it? 


